Wthrawal Made
From Kowloon #to
Bolster Hong Kong

ARTILLERY DUEL

London, Dec. 15 (CP).—Britain

was withdrawing her forces tonight

from Kowloon, the mainland sec-

tion of Hong Kong, apparently to

strengthen the island part of the

colony against an expected assaulf

across its mile-wide water barrier,

Advices from Hong Kong said

Imperial forces on the peninsula, in

the face of preponderant Japanese
strength, had begun a methodical
withdrawal. .

A Reuters despatch from Singa-
pore indicated, however, that this
manoeuvre had been completed,
saying Kowloon unquestionably was
in Japanese hands, and a later
Singapore communique declared
there was no further news from the
Hong Kong front. )
An earlier Singapore communique
reported a heavy artillery duel.
Other British reports said that
light guns are hammering at the
Japanese but that the colony’s big-
gest cannon probably were mounted
to resist sea attack and could not
be used effectively against Kow-
loon. -

Despite this and a hard pvounding
of the colony by Japanese air
forces during the last two days,
there was nothing in the British
despatches to support optimistic
Tokyo claims that its defenses wers
crumblirig and its fall merely a
matter of days.
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was scant hope of sending rein-
forcements to the colony, accord-
ing to the British United Press.

- (Spokesmen found some encour-
agement, however, in the fact that
the beleaguered island’s defense
plans had been founded on the ag-
sumption that it must stand on
its own feet in case of the war
which now has beset it.
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