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1. The field-work on which this paper is 
based has been supported by the National 
Museums of Canada. the American Anaci- 6. 
ation of University ~ o m e n ,  the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Uni- 
versity of Washington. and the University 
of Wisconsin. 

2. F. de Laguna and I heard i t  once at 
Yakutat in 1952. and she heard i t  again in 
1954 fram anather informant Ide Laguna, 
Under Mount Saint Elias. Part XVII. 
Mvths and Tales). In 1954 an ~ t n a  
woman of the Copper River said she was 
familiar with the stary when de Laguna 
sketched its olot. In 1958 an Atna 
husband and wife started to tell us the 
story but witched ta a version of a man 
who married a bear waman, very like the 
Upper Tanana stary pubiished in 
McKennan 1959: 213-214, which mn- 
tains many elements of "The Girl Who 
Married the Bear" Ide Laguna and 
McClellan field noter 1958). In 1960 two 
Atna men told versions of the rtory which 
are quite close to those of the Tutchone. 
00th stories were valunteered in the 
course of discussions about the proper 
ways for humans to treat animalr. In 1Y68 7. 
when de Laguna and M.-F. Guédon again 
arked the A t m  about humans who 
married bearr, they found that the 
favourite theme war that of a man 
marrving a bear-woman. as in the 1958 
slory mentioned abode. The" w r e  a ro 
10 d that wornen are no1 ru~pored ta new 
anv bear storier and , f  tnev are DP na n d .  
th& rhould caver their 'ears. A f&nalé 
informant told de Laguna to conrult her 
brotherr for such stories. It will be fruitfui 
to analvze why the Atna and the Tlingit 
seem to emphasize bear wives while the 
routhern Yukon lndianr rtrerr bear 
husbands. 

3. See Hymer 1965 for one of the mon  
recent and provacative discussions of 
some of the points in This paragraph. 

4. This i s  mv own title. Only one of my 
infoimanrr. an lnland Tlingit. regularly 
gave t!Iler la his stories. ana ln's was na1 
one he told Ttie same starv ~s referred ta 
in the literature 6s "6ear Mother" 
(Barbeau 1945; 1950: 180-2561; and 
"Bear paramour" IThompson 1955: 461; 
1966: 345). 

5. 1 wrote this paper before reading two 
important articles, which deal with liter- 
arv variation dong much the same linesas 
mine doe?. Gladys Reichard 119441 dis- 
curser the individualism of the Navaho 
chanter, Klah. in relation ta the style of 
two of his myths. Her comments on the 
rich literary quality of Navaho as cam- 
pared to Pueblo oral literature. and an 
Klah's drive for conristency are also of 
interest since I have stated elsewhere that 
I believe both traits to be characteristic of 
Tagish and Tutchone mythaiogy 
IMcClellan 1963. n.d. b.1 They may. in 
fact, characterire Athabasca" mythology 
in general. Alsa relevant is M.E. Opler's 
paper in which he discusser the relation- 
ship between autobiographical material 

and variations in narrative. using Apache 
data IOpler 1941). 
For references to a rame of stories about 

~~~ 

girls who marry bearr & have bear loverr, 
see Barbeau 1945; 1950: 180.256; Coffin 
1958: 67-70: Thompson 1955: 461, 463. 
1966: 345 m.. 244. 245. Of thore lirred ~~ ~ ~ ~~~ 

the ones that' most clorelv ~arallei the 
Yukon rtory are ail f r a i  the coastal 
Tlingit. Haida, Trlmrhian, and Bella Coola. 
and their immediate neighboun. the 
Tahltan and Carrier I se  Deanr 1889: 257: 
Boas 1916:954; Swanton 1909: 126, 252: 
Jenness 1934: 184-185: Teit 1921: 
337-3391. A fairiv close parallel war aira 
recorded for the Sarcee (Simms 1904: 
180-182). The Algonkian, Ouileute. 
Oregon Penutian, and Siouan stories of 
bear husbandr or ioverr seem to me to be 
quite different from the storier above. cg., 
Jones 1916: 377 IOjibwa); Radin and 
Reagan 1928: 142-145 IOjibwal; 
Michelson 191 1: 238-248 IPiegan); Speck 
1935 IPenobscotl; Reagan and Walter 
1933: 330-31 lHoh and (luileutel; Frach- 
tenberg 1909: 31-32 ICoosl; Skinner 
1925: 465-468 Ilowa). 
See Dundes 1962 for some psycho- 
analvtical interpretations of the focur on 
excrement in rnythology. 
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