SECTARIAN HYMNS

Throughout their history the Doukhobors have often had contact with other Russian
secls of similar outlook and aspirations—the Molokans, the New lIsraelites and
the Evangelical Christians. During these contacts with other Russian sects the
Doukhobors often learned hymns that eventually became part of their permanent
repertoire of religious songs. | have designated these Russian hymns as ‘sectarian’
to distinguish them from the interdenominational hymns that the Doukhobors have
borrowed from non-Russian sects, such as the Mennonites and Baptists (though
there are now many Baptists in Russia). In any case, with their tonalities centred
around the old minor modes and with their steadfast reliance on bare fourths and
fifths, the sectarian hymns are easily distinguishable from the interdenominational
hymns, which are nearly always cast in the sweeter-sounding major modes.



God Grants Us Life

{Record 2, Side 2)

PEA 321-2038

Sung by the assembled congregation
Kylemore, Sask., June 18, 1964
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Bor mapyer Ham xu3Hb BO cBeTe CBoeM,

Mel B3OHAEM B Ty CTpaHy rae Her ckopbei;

A Tocnoas HaM noMoxer cnaceHHemM CBOHUM

Matu mo cre3saM Bcex. } @)

KTo B30#fiaeT B Ty HKHUBYI H MHPHYI CTPaHy,

M 3a0yner B3BOJHOBAHHBIA MHP,

Kak orpaza ucnoanutcs Jyxom CBATBIM, } @)
B o6GuleHHH Ayl NPOCBETHTH.

Taxk I'ocnoab BO AHH OHBLIE B MHpE CKasaJ:

Byner uapcTBo CBATHIX HA 3eMJIE.

Co Bcex crtpan coGepercs 6aaeHHBIH Hapox, | )
B cnaBuom mupe M B unapcrse Xpucra. J

[Tocreurum nockopell, He 3aMemjIuM APY3bH,

M noiiaem nmo Tocnoanum nyTam.

CBeT yx COJIHLIA CHSIET B MPOCTPAHHBIX Hebecax, } 2)
Ocpellaer TOT MOJJAEHb B MYTH.

Bce CunoHCkMe NMyTHHKM B UapcTBO B3OHAYT;

A Bpamay OHH MHMOC NPOHIYT.

Jyx CBATOH OXPAaHHUT HAC B JOJHHE 3eMHOH, } )
CnaBa Bory Bo BekH. AMHHB,

Translation:

God grants us life on this earth of His,

We shall enter the land where there is no sorrow:
The Lord shall help us with His saving grace l 2)
To follow the path of all those who were holy. [

He who enters that land of life and peace

And forgets all the tension-filled world,

How contented he feels, filled with the Spirit Divine. 1
In communion, to enlighten his soul. 2)
The Lord said that it would come some day,
That there shall be a kingdom of holy ones.
From all lands there shall gather blessed people }

In peace to dwell, in the Kingdom (Tsardom) of Christ. @)
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Let us hurry, dear friends, do not tarry,
Let us follow the path of our Lord,
The sun is now shining above the vast horizon,

Now it makes the path clear at midday. J (2)

All the pilgrims of Zion shall enter Heaven's gates
All misfortune and hate they’ll pass by;
The Holy Spirit shall watch over us in this earthly valley:

God be praised now and forever. Amen, j 2

DATA:

This sectarian hymn originated with the Molokans, a Russian sect similar to
the Doukhobors in outlook, which now live in California,
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The last remaining house of the early Verigin culture in Saskatchewan where
sixty-one Doukhobor villages existed in the early years of the century.
It stands in a farmer's field south of Kamsack.

Doukhobor Prayer Home standing in a farmer's field south of Kamsack. Saskatchewan,
where many Doukhobor villages flourished in the early years of the century.

The bricks used in the building were manufactured by the Doukhobors

themselves in their own brick factories.
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In Vain the Peoples Try to Think
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HallpacHo AyMaKT HapOibl,
Uro crnaceHbsi B bore Her,
Ho TOro x OHHM He 3HAWT,
Uro Bor cuieH g0 KOHLA.

Bcr) BCEJIEHHYH) OOHHMAET,
Besue cser Ero aunua;
HallKM MbICJH 4YHTAET,
3uaer TalHBIE CepILA.

A THl Ge¢aHOE TBODEHbLE,
J1erKoMBICJ€HHO JKHUBELD,

M He HlleWb Thl CraceHbe,

B 6e3BO3BPATHBIH NYTb HAELIb,

[OpAe/HBbLI, HENOKOPHBI,
Te He y3paAT DOoXHH CBeT;
HajneBawT pPH3BI YEPHBH,
Obpautalores BO rpex.

Xpucra bBora nozabouim,
He xorar EMy CIyXHTb;
Ero zanosedab CBATYH)

He XOTAT COBCEM XpaHHTb.

A Xpucroc Kk Ham B CBOCH caase,
On ne Cam CoOoil npuulied,

B Hewm 6bl1 oT Hauaaa

HM3peuern cBATOHR raarod.

OH MOCPeIHHK €CTh BeJHKHH,
Mexay borom u 0abMH;

B Hem npemyapocern ecTh cBsiTas,
[lpexme Bexa poxueHa,

Emy Bce BHAHO U OTKPBHITO,

Yro u rae Oyaer, koraa.

Ero nocaan 8 mup COTBOPHBIIKE,
Henoauste Bomo Ero,

BuizpiBare B MHpPC ABHIKEHDE
B cnpapeyiisyio cTOPOHY;
A NpoOTUBHHKAM BOJIHEHLE

W seemupHYIO BORRY.
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Herpebarest Bce HAPOLHI,

Kak HerojHe#uas TBaphb,
MuaHapabl MX IOTHOHYT,
Kak Ha monae capaHua.

A cyn Boxufi copepuuTcs

C oTnaglMMH Ha 3eMie.
[lpaBna M panocTb BOABOPHTCH
Mexay BepHBIMH JI01bMH.

Translation:

In vain the peoples try to think

That there is no salvation in God,
But they do not know

That God is almighty to the very end.

He encompasses the whole universe,
Everywhere His presence is reflected;
He reads through all our thoughts,
He knows all our heart’s secrets.

But vou, pitiful creature,

You live so irresponsibly;

You do not seek salvation,

You follow the pathway of no return.

All the proud and unrepenting,

They will not perceive God’s true light:
They continue donning black robes,
They continue to indulge in sin.

Christ. the God. they have forgotten,
They do not wish to serve Him;
His Holy Commandments

They do not wish to keep.

But Christ in all His glory,
Came not Himself alone to us;
In Him from the very beginning
All holy teachings were entrusted.
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He is the great Mediator

Between God and the people:

In Him all Holy Wisdom

Was centred before the beginning of time.

To Him all is open and visible,
Whatever will happen and when;
He was sent by the Creator

To fulfil His Will here on earth,

To bring to humanity a movement

That would head in a proper direction;

But to those that oppose it unrest will occur
That will lead to a worldwide war.

People of all nations will be exterminated
Like the most insignificant of creatures:
Billions of them shall perish

Like locusts in the fields.

God's judgment shall then be enacted

Among the fallen on earth.

But truth and rejoicing shall come forth to reign
Among those who have remained faithful.

DATA:

In the fifteenth century in southern Russia there emerged a Christian sect
known as the ‘Israelites” or ‘Old Israelites.” Doukhobor tradition has it that the
Israclites were descended from bands of early Christians who roamed into the area
from Asia Minor. The sect of fundamentalist Israelites reached quite substantial
proportions but eventually petered out because of the relentless persecution by the
Orthodox Church and the lack of leadership within their own ranks. Much later.
in the latter half of the nineteenth century, a new group professing the same
fundamentalist beliefs came to prominence in Russia under the name of ‘New
Israclites.” /n Vain the Peoples Trv to Think is one of a number of hymns the
Doukhobors have borrowed from this sect. The apocalyptic message of the closing
three verses finds ready acceptance among all Doukhobors whose pacifist beliefs
make them particularly sensitive to the dangers of preparing for war.
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